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It was at the moment when thinking men were
asking these questions that one of the nimblest of
politicians took the center of the stage.    Stephen
A. Douglas was far-sighted enough to understand
the land-hunger of the time.    One is tempted to
add that his ear was to the ground.    The state-
ment will not, however, go unchallenged, for able
apologists have their good word to say for Douglas*
Though in the main, the traditional view of him
as the prince of political jugglers still holds its
own, let us admit that his bold, rough spirit, filled
as it was with political daring, was not without its
strange vein of idealism.    And then let us repeat
that his ear was to the ground.    Much careful
research has indeed been expended in seeking to
determine who originated the policy which, about
1853, Douglas decided to make his own.    There
has also been much dispute about his motives.
Most of us, however, see in his course of action an
instance of playing the game of politics with an
audacity that was magnificent.
His conduct may well have been the result of a
combination of motives which included a desire to
retain the favor of the Northwest, a wish to pave
the way to his candidacy for the Presidency, the
intention to enlist the aid of the South as well as